THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Memorial Baptist Church
Buies Creek, North Carolina

September 1, 2024
Ten O’clock in the Morning

On me not Priest nor Presbyter nor Pope,
Bishop nor Dean may stamp a party name;
But Jesus, with his largely human scope,
The service of my human life may claim.
Let prideful priests do battle about creeds,
The church is mine that does most Christlike deeds.

~ Anonymous, in Masterpieces of Religious Verse,
James Dalton Morrison, ed., Harper & Bros., 1948.

GATHERING

Prelude on MILES LANE Will Stockton

Mrs. McClain, organ

PRELUDE

WELCOME and T INVOCATION Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
Ad. fr. The Book of Common Prayer

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:

We acknowledge and celebrate before you this day all who labor and work among us.
Thank you for minds to think, for schools that teach and skills that we can learn,

for hands to labor and jobs to do, for the just rewards of our labor,

and for the confidence that our daily work, however great or small,

and above all financial gain, is infused with purpose and meaning in your sight.

May we apply ourselves not only to this work, but to all good works.

Inspire in our hearts gratitude and love for you; nourish us in kindness and goodness;
and increase in us religion that is true and honorable and godly.

Grant us not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love those that are heavenly;
and even now, though we are placed among things that are passing away,

help us to hold fast to those that shall endure.

These things we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

t HYMN OF PRAISE 208  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

stanzas1, 2 and 4

HYFRYDOL

PSALTER (responsively) Psalm 15 Mr. Beddingfield

O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
O Lord, who may dwell on your holy hill?

Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right, and speak truth from their heart;
Those who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends,
and are not critical of their neighbors;

Those in whose eyes wickedness is despised, but people who fear the Lord are honored;
Those who stand by their word, even when it costs them dearly;

Those who do not lend money at interest, or take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

SILENT CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF GRACE Mr. Beddingfield

t The congregation is invited to stand.

PROCLAIMING
EPISTLE James 1:17-27 Alisha Das, Lay Reader
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this:
to care for widows and orphans in their distress,
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
GOSPEL Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 Joseph Das, Lay Reader

There is nothing outside of a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.

In Christ Alone
Spencer Phillips, leader

T SONG OF TESTIMONY Getty/Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! Who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the love of God was magnified
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ | live.

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath. Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no human plan, can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

SERMON Real Religion Mr. Beddingfield
RESPONDING
t SONG OF RESPONSE The Heart of Worship Matt Redman

Mrs. Phillips, leader

When the music fades all is stripped away, and | simply come
Longing just to bring something that's of worth that will bless Your heart

I'll bring You more than a song, for a song in itself,
Is not what You have required
You search much deeper within, through the way things appear
You're looking into my heart

I'm coming back to the heart of worship
And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus
I'm sorry, Lord for the thing I've made it
When it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus

King of endless worth, no one could express, how much you deserve
Though I'm weak and poor, all | have is Yours, every single breath

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven: Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Mr. Beddingfield

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GIVE and OFFERTORY
Be Still My Soul
Mrs. McClain

Mr. Beddingfield
Craig Curry

STAFF ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION Ron McLamb, Personnel Committee
Recognizing Anne McClain on her 22d anniversary as organist.

SENDING

INVITATION TO FAITH AND DISCIPLESHIP Mr. Beddingfield

T HYMN OF SENDING FORTH 406 SOLID ROCK
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

(refrain after stanza 4 only)

t LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY
Puerto Rico Mission Trip

Mr. Beddingfield
Adam English, Missions Committee

T BENEDICTION Mr. Beddingfield

Processional Thomas R. Berdos

Mrs. McClain

POSTLUDE

The altar flowers today are given to the glory of God
by the Steegar family
in memory of Pat Steegar on our 60th wedding anniversary
and in honor of Rachael (Steegar) and Keith Rensink’s
17th wedding anniversary today.

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Members: Doris Eller, Linda Smith, Carolyn Walker, Jeanne Barker, Lorrie Pope,
Catherine King, Betty Wallace

Family and Friends: Teachers from the Philippines and their families; Amanda
Alexander (cousin of Gracie Jonas); Edith DeVane (mother of Steve DeVane); Jill
Jacobson (friend of Susan Morrow); Mary McClain (mother of Greg McClain); Kristen
Gastaldo (daughter of Michael and Rebecca Thompson); Gabe and Bailey (foster children
of Will and Christine Roberts); Tonya Taylor (sister-in-law of Carrie Royal)

Aldersgate Senior Living Center (Charlotte, NC): Louise Taylor

Emerald Health and Rehab Center (Lillington, NC): Pat Stiller

In order to keep our prayer list current, we will place names on the list for one month. After one
month we will remove names from the list. If there is a need for a name to be on the list for a longer
period, please notify us and we will be happy to comply.



Deacons for September 2024: Trinity Kelly and Dave Steegar
Deacons for October 2024: Steve DeVane and Tammy Scarborough

Ushers Today: Randall Johnson, Susan Johnson, Linda Lunney and Siu-Ki Wong
Ushers Sept. 8: Brandon Brown, Bob Cisneros, Adam English and Miles West

No Kids’ Chureh Today
Kids’ Church Sept. &: Meredith Craddock

Nursery today: Charlotte Riewestahl
Nursery Sept. &: Michele Phelps

TODAY, September 1**
Friends Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Sarah’s Open Door Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Children - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Library)
Youth - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
* No Kids’ Church Today

MONDAY, September 2"
Church Office Closed for Labor Day Holiday

WEDNESDAY, September 4™
WEDNESDAY NIGHT KICK-OFF

Children’s Choir: 5:30 p.m. (Choir Room)

Supper - Hamburgers & Hotdogs: 5:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Itty Bitty Church Band Concert: 6:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
Featuring Ed Beddingfield, Curtis Freeman, Glenn Jonas,
Spencer Phillips, Will Roberts and Ran Whitley

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)

SEPTEMBER 2024
8 Friends Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Sarah’s Open Door Class - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Children - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Library)
Youth - Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)
Kids’ Church: during worship (Library)

Memorial Baptist Church
271 Leslie Campbell Avenue/P.O. Box 485
Buies Creek, NC 27506

Telephone: 910-893-4162 Fax: 910-893-2167
Website: www.memorialbcnc.org

Emails: edb@memorialbcnc.org
meredith@memorialbcnc.org
ashley@memorialbcnc.org

Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am - 5pm
Other Staff: By Appointment

Financial Position as of 7/31/24

» Total support, 1/1/2024 - 7/31/2024 S 242,998
» Total expenditures S (267,749)
» Expenditures exceed Support S (24,751)
» Total 2024 Budget Proposal S 418,220
» Percent of year passed 58%

» Support needed to meet budget S 244,057
» Undesignated support received as of 7/31/24 S 206,689
» Budget support shortfall as of 7/31/24 S (37,368)

Ways to Donate to MBC:

« Offering plates during the Offertory portion of our service.
o Our website at www.memorialbcnc.org by clicking the Donate tab.
« Mailing a check payable to: Memorial Baptist Church

P.O. Box 485
Buies Creek, NC 27506

« Scanning the QR Code shown here on your mobile device.

(If you want 100% of your donation to benefit MBC, please . -
increase your gift by 3% to help cover the transaction expenses.) (OFS#:0T

APPALACHIAN For September, we are collecting:

CHRISTMAS
BACKPACKS POP-TOP CANNED FOOD Items

(no plastic containers)
such as ravioli, tuna, beef stew, Vienna sausages, vegetables, fruit, etc.
and
FRESH, WRAPPED CANDY (no chocolate or peanut butter)

Place items in the plastic tote in the hallway or basket in the narthex.

We also welcome monetary donations to go toward the purchase
of backpacks and Bibles. Designate your donation as ‘Backpacks.’

CHURCH MISSION PROJECTS
¢ Clothes Closet: Next date: TBD

¢ Harnett Food Pantry: collecting non-perishable foods and egg cartons

Needed for September - - Peanut Butter
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome. Designate contribution as ‘Food Pantry.’

¢ Buddy Backpack: collecting “nab crackers”

[cheese with cheese or cheese with peanut butter]
Monetary donations to MBC are also welcome. Designate contribution as ‘Buddy Backpack.’

o Belts for HCMS: Donations of used men's or boys belts that can be used for students.
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ﬁﬁ FALL AFTERNOON TEA
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‘ x"\“ ,é’
f £ 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
,ﬂf o -' MBC Fellowship Hall

G

v‘t’

There are four tables remaining requiring four hosts. The fee will be $20.00
per table to include refreshments and tea for hosts and five guests.

For more information, please contact Debbie Appelat . C.Q"‘ :
debappel@aol.com or 910-514-1246. W‘” ! K

Memorial Baptist Church is an inviting, inclusive, Christ-centered community
of faith open to all persons who want to walk with us in following the way
of Jesus. If you mourn and need comfort; if you’re weary and need rest;
if you feel friendless and need friendship; if you need a Savior; if you need
love; if you need help; whoever you are and whatever your circumstances,
we open the door and in the name of Jesus bid you come.

The Rev. Edward Beddingfield, Pastor
Meredith Lanier Craddock, Associate Pastor
Dr. Phillip and Susan Morrow, Ministers of Music
Anne McClain, Organist
Ashley Nelson, Administrative Assistant
Wayne Smith, Custodian



https://memorialbcnc.org/

